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How to create an account and navigate around the website

How you can access different types of imagery which can help you see different landscape

features like fire scars, water, or vegetation

How EO Browser can help you understand the flammability of your management area and help

you with your fire planning

How you can take the satellite pictures from EO Browser and have them as the background in

any maps you make - including maps you can put on a tablet and use in the field

How you can use tools to compare pictures taken at different points in time, measure

distances, calculate fire sizes, and make animations.

INTRO

In this first IDA Seminar Series event, we were joined by IDA's Senior Project Officer, Hannah Cliff,

and Central Land Council's Land Resource Information Officer, Laurence Tait, to hear on 'How

Satellite Data can be used to help Ranger work'.

HANNAH CLIFF - EO BROWSER and Fire Management

Hannah introduced everyone to the EO Browser website as a way to access different types of

satellite imagery and explained how to use some of the different tools in your work. She focused on

how it could be used to help you with your fire management. 

https://apps.sentinel-hub.com/eo-browser/

Key points from the presentation included;

For further information, please contact Hannah at hannahcliff@indigenousdesertalliance.com
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How to read VegMachine maps so you can understand which areas of country are bare, have a

lot of grass and other plants, or are patchy 

How you can use data to go back in time and see how land condition has changed

How you can use Google Earth to get a better 'real world' look at what is causing the

differences in land condition in different places  

How you can use VegMachine and Google Earth in the office to help identify particular areas

of interest before you do site visits and look at them on the ground 

How drones can further assist ranger groups to check how country is looking and as 

 communication tool around land degradation

LAURENCE TAIT - Looking at the impacts of herbivores with VegMachine and Google Earth

Laurie showed us another free online tool called 'VegMachine', and demonstrated how it (along

with Google Earth and drone videos) can be used to showcase erosion, woody thickening and the

impact of feral herbivores on land condition. 

https://vegmachine.net/

Key points from presentation included;

For further information, please contact Laurie at laurence.tait@clc.org.au
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DISCUSSION

Following Hannah and Laurie's presentations, the session was opened up for questions, and for

attendees to share their experiences of using other software.

NAFI (https://firenorth.org.au/nafi3/) is a great tool for tracking fires. NAFI uses information from

MODIS satellites that have heat sensors which can map 'hotspots' which are updated multiple

times a day. Historically, NAFI has provided more complete and reliable mapping information for

the areas further north (Northern WA, all of NT) compared to more southern areas. However,

mapping data is now available through NAFI for more southern areas and this is worth looking at. If

you are doing burning or know of fires that haven't been mapped by NAFI, the IDA can send this

information on to NAFI so we can help them make it better. 

Fire Watch (https://myfirewatch.landgate.wa.gov.au/map.html) is an alternative to NAFI. It also

shows recent firescars and hotspots that are updated multiple times a day. Some groups working in

the more southern deserts reported finding this website more useful than NAFI.

Indigenous Mapping Workshop (https://www.imwaustralia.com/) is a great resource. It provides 

 free online courses for rangers, coordinators and other staff working in the indigenous land

management sector. These courses can be accessed at anytime. In the future there will be in

person events again which are lots of fun and you learn a lot. 

NEXT SEMINAR SERIES

The next Seminar Series event will be on Friday, 18th March. Please contact Jon should you have

specific topics you would like to hear on, or better yet, a topic you wish to present on!

jonhodgetts@indigenousdesertalliance.com
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